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been driven by what he called ‘‘future pref-
erence,’’ the idea that the future can be better
than the present and that each individual and
society as a whole have a personal, moral re-
sponsibility to make it so.

Now, that’s really what this is about. Their
idea sounds simpler, sounds good, even sounds
fair: 10 percent for everybody. Our idea will
give you a stronger economy, will save Social
Security and Medicare, will stabilize families,
will strengthen the ability of the United States
to lead the world, and will make you feel a
whole lot better 15 years from now when you’re
dealing with both the opportunities and the pain
of time and chance that affects us all.

You know, I see a few of the young people
here today with ashes on their foreheads. Yester-
day was Mardi Gras; for Christians, today is
Ash Wednesday. For people all over the world,
this is about to be springtime and a season of
renewal. This is a time for renewal. I hope we
make the right decision, mostly for your sake.
And I believe we will.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to Sharon Brigner, clinical nurse, Na-
tional Institutes of Health, who introduced the
President.

Statement on Senator Frank R. Lautenberg’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
February 17, 1999

Senator Frank Lautenberg has been a great
public servant and a principled champion of the
people of New Jersey and the children of Amer-
ica. He has done as much as any other citizen
to protect our young people from tobacco, was
the author of the national law raising the drink-
ing age, and passed legislation barring those con-
victed of domestic abuse from owning guns. He
has led our efforts to pass a clean environment

on to the next generation. With his hardheaded
business sense, he has helped bring balance to
the books of the Federal Government, working
with me to craft a balanced budget that invests
in the education and health care of our people.
Frank Lautenberg has been tough, tireless, and
tremendously effective. And more than that, he
has been a great friend. Hillary and I wish him
the best.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Iraq
February 17, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit
herewith a 6-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to Iraq that was
declared in Executive Order 12722 of August
2, 1990.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.
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